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James Abbondanza announces campaign for City Council seat

Submitted by James Abbondanza

James Abbondanza (D) will
seek a seat with the Niagara Falls
City Council this election cycle.
Abbondanza, who ran in 2021, is a
vocal advocate for governmental
transparency, financial responsi-
bility, and quality of life issues for
the people of Niagara Falls.

Abbondanza stated, “The ef-
forts and resources of our local
government are being spent in
the wrong places. Our needs are
straightforward: The residents
want a cleaner, safer city. I know
it will not happen overnight — it
will take a lot of work on a lot of
different fronts — but I also know
City Hall isn’t even trying to ad-
dress this. The focus from City
Hall is elsewhere on projects with
no real plans, like Centennial
Park, that are going to sink us
financially. Start with rebuilding
basic services for the people who
live here, and the rest will come

James Abbondanza

in due time.”

One of Abbondanza’s key plat-
form points is working to improve
the quality of life of his fellow
residents by focusing on policy
and smart, well-formed legisla-
tion that will benefit the residents

and address problem areas such
as illegal dumping, blight, nui-
sance laws, lack of community
programs, and crime.

Another point in his platform
is transparency. In May 2022,
Abbondanza was responsible
for helping organize a protest to
bring awareness to the fact that
City Council had cut the ability
for the public to be heard on the
issues being voted on at council
meetings. The protest was also
focused on bringing to light what
the candidate called “the mayor’s
special meetings, in which the
public was not allowed to speak.”

Abbondanza said “Corruption,
dishonesty, and greed thrive in
the dark. Transparency in gov-
ernment is the light we need to
keep our leaders in check and on
task.”

He said, “My interest in govern-
ment has always been civic rather
than political. It was an eye-open-

er to see things from a political
perspective during my campaign
run in 2021. I learned a lot about
the process of elections and cam-
paigns, and the different people
and groups that are involved. It
brought home to me the belief
that, although I am running on

the Democratic ticket, it is not
the parties that matter - it is us,
the people. I stand with the peo-
ple of our city and not with groups
that put their own interests in
front of those of the citizens.

“The citizens of Niagara Falls
should be the first consideration
when our leaders make choices.
Unfortunately, the only time our
representatives seem to think of
us is when they need more of our
hard-earned money to fill in the
deficits caused by their misman-
agement.”

Abbondanza is a graduate of
The Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology (RIT) and an IT profes-

sional of more than 25 years.
He is currently the president of
the Weston Avenue Block Club
as well as chair of the Niagara
Beautification Commission. As an
advocate for community groups
and community involvement, Ab-
bondanza has said he sees the
immediate benefits to building re-
lationships with your neighbors
and fellow residents.

“We all live in this city - to-
gether. We are family, friends and
neighbors, and we need to have
one another’s backs,” he said.

In addition to raising his three
sons in Niagara Falls, Abbondan-
za is an avid photographer and a
recent winner of a 2023 New York
State Council on the Arts SCR
Grant.

For more information on Ab-
bondanza’s campaign for City
Council, or to contact him, please
visit www.voteabbondanza.com.

Niagara County Community
College invites job seekers from
across the region to its annual
spring job fair on April 25. This
open house-style event will be free
and open to the public. Attendees
will have the chance to meet with
representatives from area employ-
ers from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. in the
Learning Commons on the col-

NCCC to host job fair

lege’s Sanborn Campus at 3111
Saunders Settlement Road.

“We look forward to welcom-
ing community members who are
planning to enter the workforce,
looking for new opportunities or
just exploring job options,” said
spring job fair organizer Shannon
Stott of the NCCC Career and
Transfer Services office. “Our
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aim is to help participants take the
next steps in their careers.”
Employers that will be recruit-
ing at NCCC’s job fair include:
Arrow Systems Inc., Chiavetta’s,
Empower, Erie County Medical
Center, Fresenius Kabi, Horizon
Health Services, Hospice & Pal-
liative Care, Intandem, Just for
Kids, Kelton Enterprises, Mc-
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and the Island Dispatch! I look forward every week to
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to the historical picture to see if I recognize anyone.
I love this feature. I then quickly browse throug
classifieds to see if something catches my eye. I have
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we got more traffic to our website.

-Gary & Ian Brennan
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Top Notch Removal
We remove all unwanted junk
and debris from houses, ga_rages,
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also tear-down and remove
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hot-tubs, sidewalks, small trees/bushes.
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I've gotten a lot of work from nty
PennySaver and Dispatch ads.

Tom Rall Contracting
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Thanks to our display & web ad package,

Guire Group, Mount St. Mary’s
Child Care Center, New Direc-
tions Youth and Family Services,
New York Power Authority, New
York State Police, Niagara County
Employment & Training, Niagara
Falls Country Club, Niagara Re-
habilitation and Nursing Center,
New York Army National Guard,
New York State Office of Parks

and Recreation, Revlet Sales,
Seneca Gaming Corp., Six Flags
Darien Lake, Tops Markets, Turf
Tec of WNY Inc., United States
Border Patrol, United States Ma-
rine Corps, Venture Forthe Inc.
and Wegmans.

For more information about the
NCCC spring job fair, contact Stott
at 716-614-6268.
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